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Week beginning 25th January 2021 

 
25/1/2021 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 

ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to directing local 

authorities to make childcare provision available in circumstances where both 

parents are required to undertake employment responsibilities outside of the home 

setting during the existing period of lockdown but only one parent has been 

categorised as a key worker by the relevant local authority.(S5W-34421) 

John Swinney: The definitions of key workers have been designed to provide local 

authorities with the flexibility to meet the needs of their local communities. When 

determining which children should attend, local authorities and childcare settings 

should have regard to the overarching policy aim which is to minimise the number 

of children and adults from different households interacting in-person within 

communities in order to reduce transmission of the virus. 

 

Local authorities are operating within a framework agreed with Scottish 

Government however there is flexibility for local authorities and individual childcare 

providers to consider requests in line with local needs. We have a very diverse 

range of communities in Scotland and a one size fits all approach would not be 

appropriate, therefore local authorities must be free to take decisions at a local 

level. 

 
The purpose of the current exceptional arrangements are to ensure that key 

workers performing an essential role in the Covid-19 response can request access 

to their child's usual school or childcare setting. However, alternative options, such 

as home working or access to informal childcare should have been considered in 

line with current guidance before requesting access. 
 

Employers have a duty to take all measures which are reasonably practicable to 

minimise the risk of the incidence and spread of Covid-19 on their premises. This 

includes supporting staff to work from home for those roles that can be 

undertaken remotely. As would be expected under normal circumstances, 

employers should have a fair and flexible approach towards those with caring 

responsibilities and should make use wherever possible of flexible working options 

such as reduced or flexible working hours. 

 
 
26/1/2021 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the statement by the First Minister on 4 January 

2021 (Official Report, c. 1), what scientific evidence it has regarding the impact 

of closing schools on the transmission rate of COVID-19 among the general 

population. (S5W-34364) 

 

John Swinney: An update of the evidence on COVID-19 in children and the role of 
school settings in transmission by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-in-children-and-the-role-of-school-settings-in-transmission-first-update_1.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-in-children-and-the-role-of-school-settings-in-transmission-first-update_1.pdf


Control (ECDC) highlights that the incidence of COVID-19 in school settings appears 
to be impacted by community transmission levels: 
  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-inchildren- 
and-the-role-of-school-settings-in-transmission-first-update_1.pdf 
 
The impact of school opening and closures on community transmission will 
also be influenced by broader factors (such as the increased opportunity for 
work and social contacts for parents/carers) and the contribution that 
transmission occurring within school settings makes to overall community 
transmission. The ECDC reports that where epidemiological investigations 
have occurred, transmission in schools has accounted for a minority of all 
COVID-19 cases in each country. Adherence to community mitigations by 
broader society will have a substantial impact. 
 
Evidence provided to the Scientific Advisory Group on Emergencies (the 
paper was approved prior to the emergence of data on the new variant (VOC 
202012/01; variant B.1.1.7)) included the following summary. “Overall, 
accumulating evidence is consistent with increased transmission occurring 
amongst school children when schools are open, particularly in children of 
secondary school age (high confidence): multiple data sources show a 
reduction in transmission in children following schools closing for half term, 
and transmission rates increasing again following the post-half term return to 
school (medium confidence). It is difficult to quantify the size of this effect , 
and it remains difficult to quantify the level of transmission taking place 
specifically within schools compared to other settings.” The evidence is 
available online at: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads 
/attachment_data/file/948617/s0998-tfc-update-to-4-november-2020-paperon- 
children-schools-transmission.pdf 
 
The Scottish Government has published two updates on the state of the 
epidemic since the beginning of 2021. The latest report ( Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): state of the epidemic in Scotland 13 January 2021 - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot) ) notes that over the last fortnight there has been a step 
change in the course of the epidemic with a sharp rise in case numbers and 
hospital and ICU admissions. 
 
The new variant (VOC 202012/01), which can be transmitted more easily than 
other variants, is now circulating widely in Scotland. Evidence from Imperial 
College, published on 31 December presents a consensus that this new 
variant has a substantial transmission advantage, with an increased rate of 
transmission estimated to be somewhere between 0.4 and 0.7. It is very likely 
that this strain will continue to increase in dominance in Scotland in a similar 
way to that already seen in London and SE England. 
 
As cases in the community rise there will be an increase in the number of 
children we see with COVID-19, but the overwhelming majority of children and 
young people have no symptoms or very mild illness only. Despite a rise in 



the numbers of children infected more recently, child health experts confirm they are 
not seeing a substantial rise in COVID-related illnesses in children in hospital. 

28/1/2021 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what communication it has had with universities regarding the return 

of students; what COVID-19 testing is in place for their return; how many students 

it anticipates will return, and what its advice is to university students who are 

currently preparing to return to their (a) university and (b) private student 

accommodation.(S5W-34548) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government continues to engage regularly with 

the college and university sectors, NUS Scotland, trade unions and student 

accommodation providers on a range of matters, including the return of students to 

campus. 

Following the First Minister’s announcement on 8 January that the planned 

staggered return of students at the start of the new term would be extended, we 

published revised guidance for colleges, universities and student accommodation 

providers on 15 January, which sets out more detail on the staggered return and 

the measures institutions and accommodation providers should take to ensure the 

safety and wellbeing of staff and students. An FAQ is also available for students on 

the Student Information Scotland website. 

Our revised guidance makes clear that during the current period of lockdown 

restrictions, any university education that can be done online must be done online. 

Our advice to all students is not to return to term-time accommodation until they 

have been told by their institution that in-person learning is starting. Campus and 

student accommodation may be open but only for students who have remained 

over the winter break and other exceptional returners, where their attendance is 

critical and time-sensitive to their course or assessment and cannot be delivered 

remotely or postponed, essential placements or student wellbeing. The guidance is 

explicit that numbers returning to college and university must be kept to an 

absolute minimum and the Scottish Government will work with the college and 

university sectors to monitor the numbers returning. 

We are building on our experience of providing rapid-result asymptomatic testing 

to some categories of students before the winter break. For term 2, two rapid-

result tests will again be offered to students changing household – the first on 

arrival, the second three days later. Testing will also be available for students who 

have remained in college or university accommodation over the holiday period. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide funding to meet the 
childcare costs of keyworkers who have to pay for additional childcare due to 
family carers having to shield. (S5W-34593) 
 

Maree Todd: All nurseries and out of school care settings can currently remain 

open but should only accept children of keyworker families or vulnerable children. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-statement-8-january-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-universities-colleges-and-student-accommodation-providers/pages/temporary-lockdown-guidance/
https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/coronavirus/term-two


All 3 and 4 year olds and eligible 2 year olds can access at least 600 hours of 

funded early learning and childcare each year. We are investing £2 billion over 

five years to almost double that funded entitlement to 1140 hours, and many local 

authorities are already delivering that offer. 

Essential informal childcare is allowed under the restrictions currently in place in 

Scotland. On 5th January, the Chief Medical Officer wrote to all individuals on the 

shielding list, and parents and carers of children who are advised to shield. 

We have made £15 million of funding available to local authorities at protection 

level 4 to strengthen their local response and support the needs of people in their 

communities who don’t have support networks and are struggling with the 

restrictions or guidance at protection level 4, particularly those most at risk 

through health or social inequalities. This could include people at higher clinical 

risk such as those shielding, older people or people with disabilities who 

encounter barriers that emerge at level 4, for example in accessing food. 

Anyone requiring support as a result of these restrictions, who cannot get the help 

they need from family or friends, should contact the free-phone national helpline on 

0800 111 4000 which continues to provide a free-phone connection to local 

authorities. Local officers will assess need and can provide a range of support. 

 
29/1/2021 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans are being drafted with the SQA to adjust the timeline for awards based on 
teacher judgement of evidence of pupils’ attainment if the COVID-19 lockdown 
continues to March 2021. (S5W-34512) 

John Swinney: Following the announcement of the introduction of remote learning 
on 4 January, and its extension on 19 January, the National Qualifications 2021 
Group has been considering the impact this will have on delivery of National 5, 
Higher and Advanced Higher courses under the alternative certification model. 

The Group is overseeing changes to the alternative certification model and 

associated timeline that was announced in December. This includes moving the 

final date for schools and colleges to submit provisional grades from 28 May 2021 

to 18 June 2021. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what discussions it has had with (a) the SQA and (b) teaching unions regarding 

the time available for teaching staff to accumulate sufficient evidence to estimate 

student grades for the 2021 awards. (S5W-34513) 

John Swinney: The National Qualifications 2021 Group draws its membership 

from the Scottish Government, Education Scotland, Scottish Qualifications 

Authority, the Educational Institute of Scotland, School Leaders Scotland, the 

Scottish Council of Independent Schools, Association of Directors of Education in 

Scotland, Colleges Scotland, National Parent Forum of Scotland, and the Scottish 

Youth Parliament. 

https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/your-guide-childcare


It is overseeing changes to the alternative certification model for national 

qualifications and the associated timeline that was announced in December. Time 

for learning, teaching, assessment and the gathering of evidence has been central 

in these considerations. On 27 January, the Group confirmed that the date for 

schools and colleges to submit provisional grades has moved from 28 May 2021 to 

18 June 2021. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

when the SQA will advise teachers of the timescale for recording and uploading 

Higher and Advanced Higher award estimates based on their judgement of 

evidence of students’ attainment. (S5W-34514) 

John Swinney: The National Qualifications 2021 Group published guidance on 

the alternative certification model for National 5 on 8 December 2020. The model 

for Higher and Advanced Higher qualifications will follow a similar process. 

Following the move to remote learning, the Group is overseeing changes to the 

alternative certification model and associated timeline that was announced in 

December. This includes moving the final date for schools and colleges to submit 

provisional grades from 28 May 2021 to 18 June 2021. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether it has held discussions with the SQA regarding providing more time for 

teachers to provide estimates of students’ attainment, in line with what was 

required in May 2020. (S5W-34515) 

John Swinney: The National Qualifications 2021 Group, which draws its 

membership from the Scottish Government, Education Scotland, Scottish 

Qualifications Authority, the Educational Institute of Scotland, School Leaders 

Scotland, the Scottish Council of Independent Schools, Association of Directors of 

Education in Scotland, Colleges Scotland, National Parent Forum of Scotland, and 

the Scottish Youth Parliament, has been considering the time required for teachers 

to provide estimates of students’ attainment. 

Following the announcement of the introduction of remote learning on 4 January, 

and its extension on 19 January, the National Qualifications 2021 Group has been 

considering the impact this will have on delivery of National 5, Higher and 

Advanced Higher courses under the alternative certification model. 

The Group is overseeing changes to the alternative certification model and 

associated timeline that was announced in December. This includes moving the 

final date for schools and colleges to submit provisional grades from 28 May 2021 

to 18 June 2021. 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

what discussions it has held with the SQA regarding the publication date of the 

2021 results and, to allow more time for teachers to assess and compile evidence 

and additional learning time for students, what its position is on pushing back the 6 

August date.  (S5W-34517) 



John Swinney: The priority for schools and colleges during this time should be to 

maximise learning and teaching time to ensure that young people have the 

necessary foundation and coverage of course content. Young people's mental 

health is a priority and I recognise that the timing of assessments to support the 

determining of provisional grades will also have an impact on young people’s 

wellbeing. 

The National Qualifications 2021 Group, which includes representation from the 

Scottish Government, Education Scotland, Scottish Qualifications Authority, and 

other key stakeholders is working through a range of scenarios and is considering 

potential flexibilities for the alternative certification model, should they be needed 

as a result of the current remote learning approach. 

On 27 January, the Group confirmed that the date for schools and colleges tosubmit 
provisional grades has moved from 28 May 2021 to 18 June 2021. 

There are currently no plans to change the date of publication of the resultsfrom 10 
August 2021. 

 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 

ask the Scottish Government what financial support is being put in place for supply 

teachers during the current COVID-19 lockdown. (S5W-34729) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has provided local authorities with £80 
million of additional investment in education staff, sufficient for the recruitment of 
around 1,400 additional teachers, including supply teachers, and 200 support staff 
this year. 

In addition, a package of £45 million of new funding was announced on 13 January 

to support the delivery of remote learning. This new funding can be used to recruit 

additional teachers and may offer further employment opportunities for supply 

teachers. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what plans it has to introduce repeated routine testing for 

COVID-19 for teachers in (a) mainstream and (b) special needs schools. 

(S5W-34770) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is operating a number of pathfinder testing 

programmes with the aim of delivering a sustainable system of regular asymptomatic 

testing for staff in a school environment. The pilots are primarily intended to help us 

rapidly identify and understand any logistical and implementation challenges involved 

in the different models of testing. 

Consideration of options to scale up testing of school staff in all schools in Scotland 

is ongoing, and will be informed by early learning from these pilots. Regular staff 

testing is just one potential COVID-19 mitigation in addition to the robust package of 

measures already in place in schools. 

 

 


